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Gender and Dominance
     Since the beginning of human life on Earth, mankind has noticed the gap present between the two genders. And throughout history, the struggle between men and women has continued till these days. As a matter of fact, every one of us, whether a man or a woman, always wonder about the same question: what makes a sex reveal itself more than the other? According to Scott Keisling, the Chair of Department of Linguistics at the University of Pittsburgh, one main cultural discourse of masculinity is dominance (Kiesling 173). Personally, I think that men ought to do certain things to gain this dominance. I also believe that there is more than one way that femininity contrasts masculinity.

     To gain dominance, there are four main things men should do. First of all, dominance is identified by men in terms of strength, especially when compared to other men. That doesn’t necessarily mean the physical strength, but also the charisma itself. For example, whenever there is a gathering of people, we rarely see that the man is the silent member, even if he doesn’t to speak much; he tries to impress the ladies and gain the attention of other men by both his experience and way of understanding of issues. The man generally becomes more powerful and worthy of respect when he shows a high level of maturity. Secondly, a man always aims for higher positions in the society to acquire authority. He even gets upset sometimes when a woman working in the same field as him reaches a more elite career than his. Actually, that was the case of my uncle who decided to quit his job in Miami and return to Lebanon just because he couldn’t withstand obeying commands for a woman! Another way by which men gain dominance is being in control. In fact, a married man would be annoyed if his wife financially supported the house better than him; he may even feel “incomplete” in such a sense because he believes he’s not the breadwinner of his family anymore. Finally, men feel more dominant by keeping most of their secrets for themselves; they even keep them away from their wives or the closest buddies.
     Though I can never get bored about speaking about masculinity, let me now tell how I think femininity makes a difference. One main divergence is women’s sensitivity and passion to all what is romantic and natural. Moreover, there is the adoration of going on talking and elaborating on things they experience. This is quite obvious from The Diaries of Adam and Eve, when Eve herself, according to Mark Twain, says: “When I found it could talk, I felt a new interest in it, for I love to talk; I talk all day, and in my sleep, too, and I am very interesting….” (Twain 193). Also women like to share a lot of their secrets among their closest girlfriends, unlike men who like, as I mentioned before, to keep some part away from other people, as a sign of dominance.

     In a nutshell, it is the combination of strong personality, authority, good control, and privacy that keeps the man dominant over the other sex and over other men. However, femininity contradicts masculinity by being rather more emotional than rational while facing most situations in life. If you come to me, I think it is the society, traditions, and perhaps religion that push the man to look for dominance in all possible ways, for even modern life standards can’t change the people’s ideology in that specific topic from an era to another.
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